[Ascites complicating cirrhosis].
Cirrhotic ascites is the consequence of excessive water and sodium reabsorption by the kidney; due to portal hypertension, the fluid localises in the peritoneal cavity. The cause of the renal anomaly is hepatic failure. Occurrence of ascites in cirrhosis indicates poor prognosis and the need to consider transplantation. Echographic signs of ascites are sensitive and specific. Infected ascites is diagnosed on the basis granulocyte count increased over 250/microL. Treatment consists of a salt-free diet and diuretics, and of evacuation by puncture while avoiding induction of hypovolaemia.